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Highlights of April 2011
· The Second Wind Fund fundraiser was VERY successful.  Maranda, with lots of staff support, did a wonderful job of organizing the event in a very professional way.  We profited over $6000, a great amount for our first annual fundraiser.  We are all still exhausted and far behind in our other work!  

· Rural Solutions received a Shining Star award from the Northeast Colorado Health Department for being “a good partner to Public Health.  The vision and positive approach to collaboration that these ladies take in all of their work is a true asset to our communities….They have the rural communities of northeast Colorado at heart and seek services for all of our citizens regardless of race, social or financial status.”   It is very gratifying to be recognized by our peers.  Thanks, NCHD.  We are honored.

· I attended the Strengthening Families Conference in Denver on April 14th.  This “program” really isn’t a program at all, but rather a body of research that has produced a new philosophy of how to work with families to make them strong, independent, and able to be self sufficient.  It aligns very well with the FDC curriculum.  This conference was really to introduce this philosophy to Colorado and its various state agencies and organizations and see what develops.
· I attended the Navigator Luncheon in Fort Morgan.  The focus of this month’s meeting was evaluating the services and needs of our region around women’s health, particularly breast and cervical cancer.  There are several organizations that provide some sort of services in the region for women, but efforts are rather sporadic or not available in certain regions and too restrictive to meet the needs of specific groups of women (i.e. younger women and non-documented women).  I think a Women’s Wellness Coalition may come from this meeting.  Komen plans to offer grants for capacity building for which we may try to write.

· The SSUF grant continues to go well. Several classes are scheduled for April through June when the grant ends.  We have exceeded the goal of the grant and provided the program for almost twice as many people in the region than we anticipated.  Daniel Brisson, evaluator from the University of Denver has met with several groups and interviewed them.  He is working on evaluation collection for the program.  
· I completed staff yearly evaluations and sent them to the Personnel Committee.

· The RPD Outreach Meeting was held in Fort Morgan and also Wray on April 28th.  Rural Solutions’ work with this project is at an end.  There was a GREAT crowd at both locations which I feel was an indicator that we have done a good job with this project.  I will now be part of the steering committee which will plan the next RPD event planned for June 2011, most likely in Morgan County.

Financial News
Community Connections
April 2nd:  Spoke to a women’s group in Haxtun about programs of Rural Solutions.

April 7th:  Attended the GAP graduation in Washington County.  Jamie Bacon did a great job facilitating this class in Akron.  

April 8th:  A new Family Development Curriculum (FDC) training has begun.  Becky Meyer, Mary Gross, and I will co-facilitate this training, which will last until December 2011.  It is a big commitment on the part of all participants in the program.

April 15th:  Attended Colorado Children’s Trust Fund Board Meeting to read grants.

April 18th:  Attended the Executive Director’s Support Group meeting by phone.  

April 20th:  Attended the Navigator’s Luncheon meeting in Fort Morgan.
April 21st:  I met with Anna Vickory from CAHEC in our office.  She interviewed us to gather information about health needs in our region.

April 26th:  Colorado Children’s Trust Fund Board Meeting to read grants to determine grant recipients for next year.

April 27th:  Rural Solutions received a Shining Star award at the monthly NCHD meeting.

April 28th:  Attended the Rural Philanthropy Days Outreach meeting in Fort Morgan.

April 28th:  Attended the Eastern Workforce Center Board Meeting in Fort Morgan.
Upcoming Events and News:
· May 23-26th:  I will be on vacation.  Going to the Beach!!

· June 1st:  Rural Solutions Annual Golf Raffle drawing in Sterling.

· June 17th:  Legislative Breakfast in Akron.

· June 29th:  Rural Solutions Annual Meeting.  Location to be determined.

Respectfully submitted,

Jackie Reynolds

Executive Director
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