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Submitted by Jackie Reynolds
Highlights of May and June
· In May, the Bridging the Gap Professional Interpreter training was completed, this round held in Yuma.  Eighteen more interpreters were trained as professional interpreters throughout the region.  This training was a great example of collaborative effort and how all things are possible when we work together—you know, one group provides $$$ and another adds time and effort!  Thanks, RCRC.

· Our staff has been involved with the TEACH program, a program that was funded through the Health Disparities grant.  This program is designed to help nonprofits throughout Colorado learn to write for health disparities grants to bring services to NE Colorado.  Maranda and Michelle attended the workshop for this program.
· The HIV/AIDS Prevention Assessment of NE Colorado grant was very successful.  The Conference on June 12th was deemed a success.    The speakers for the event were very knowledgeable, and we received very good coverage from the local newspaper, three articles and a very supportive Friday editorial.  The grant has ended.  The Assessment and Plan for this grant are on our website.
· The Rural Solutions board retreat was held at Ballyneal Golf Course outside of Holyoke on June 24th.  Finding the place was an adventure but the meeting room, café, and scenery were beautiful.  Thanks, Rick, for arranging this event.  Denise Clark did a great job of keeping us on track during the day.  Thanks for all the time, work, and expertise you give to Rural Solutions.  

· We continue to provide some services for the Center for Research Strategies for the Child Abuse Study grant.  CRS staff and representatives from the 5 counties in the study attended a meeting on June 22nd in Fort Morgan.

Financial News
· We received a third round of funding through the Fatherhood Initiative, $48,150.  They have designated this money to support the programs in Kit Carson, Elbert, and Lincoln counties.

· We received ARRA federal stimulus funds to establish and deliver Bridges/ Getting Ahead programs to people in the communities in Logan, Yuma, and Washington counties.  The grant is for $29,819 and will last 15 months.
· We submitted a suicide prevention grant for $12,000 to the Office of Suicide Prevention at CDPHE.

Preventing Suicide Initiative and Office of Suicide Prevention Grant for Seniors.
· Please see Maranda’s monthly report.
Health Disparities Grant
· Please see Michelle’s monthly report.
· On June 19th, a trainer from the Spring Institute gave the training, “Working Effectively Using a Professional Interpreter” as part of our Health Disparities grant.  We used the rural hospitals video-conferencing system to deliver this training, a first for us!  Great training.  See Michelle’s report for details.
Rural Philanthropy Days Continuation Grant
· I gave the presentation “Nonprofits and the 990” to the Logan County Arts Center and the Re-1 Sterling School Foundation.
Fatherhood Initiative
· Please see Glenda’s monthly report.
· We received our yearly audit for the Fatherhood Initiative in June.  We have worked to correct the issues noted in our audit.
Bridges out of Poverty Project
· I presented a 1-hour introduction to Bridges out of Poverty at the Think Big! Conference in Fort Collins on May 22nd.

· I also presented a 2-hour introduction to Bridges out of Poverty presentation at the Child Support Enforcement Conference in Colorado Springs on June 9th.

Community Connections
· May 11th:  Attended the Women’s Health Luncheon in Yuma, sponsored by RCRC.

· May 13th:  Met with the Child Protection Teams in both Logan and Washington counties about the Child Abuse Study grant.

· May 18-21st:  Fatherhood Program Audit throughout all counties.

· May 21st:  Spoke about Rural Solutions’ programs to church group in Phillips County.

· May 22nd:  Presented Bridges out of Poverty introduction at the Think Big! Conference.

· May 26th:  The Finance Committee met and discussed financial issues for the organization.

· May 27th:  Met with the Phillips County Child Protection Team with staff from CRS about the Child Abuse Study grant.

· May 28th:  Had a 211 meeting with staff from Weld County at our office.  There is a renewed push to make the 211 system work in NE Colorado.

· June 3rd:  Presented our ARRA grant proposal to Triparte Board.

· June 12th:  Met with Triparte Board again as Board Member to vote on ARRA grants.

· June 12th:  HIV/AIDS Prevention Conference at NJC.  Great conference.

· June 5th:  Met with Heidi Hillman to plan RPD events for the next year.
· June 9th:  Presented at the CSE Conference in Colorado Springs.  Introduction to Bridges out of Poverty program.

· June 10th:  RPDays Advisory Committee meeting by teleconference.

· June 12th:  HIV/AIDS Prevention Conference in Sterling at NJC.

· June 19:  Working Effectively with a Professional Interpreter training at Sterling Regional Medical Center.  

· June 18th:  Met with Sally Henry from CAHEC.  We hope to provide a series of programs in NE Colorado about the health care crisis in NE Colorado.

· June 22nd:  Child Abuse Study grant meeting in Fort Morgan.

· June 24th:  Rural Solutions retreat at Ballyneal in Holyoke.

· June 30th:  Gave the 990 presentation to Logan County Arts Council.
Upcoming Events and News:
Respectfully submitted,
Jackie Reynolds
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